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TRAINING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS! 
HOW TO REBUKE OTHERS IN A 

GODLY MANNER

JAMES 5:19-20



Restoring the Fallen

#$%&"%&"'$(")(&*+,&%-%.%'/"+0"'$("spiritual 
Galatians 6:1-2



Galatians 6:1-2
Brethren1"%0"2"32,"%&"overtaken"%,"2,/"

trespass1"you who 2)("spiritual"restore"&45$"2"
+,("%,"2"spirit of gentleness1"considering"
yourself".(&'"you"also be tempted6 2 Bear"one 
another's burdens1"2,7"&+"fulfill"the law of 
Christ6



Restoring the Fallen

#$%&"%&"'$(")(&*+,&%-%.%'/"+0"'$("spiritual 
Galatians 6:1-2


8'"%&"2,"important work James 5:19-20



James 5:19-20
Brethren1"%0"anyone"among"you"will be led 

astray from"the truth1"2,7"someone"will turn"
him"back1"20"he"should"understand"'$2'"he 
who will turn"2"sinner"from"'$("error"of his 
way will save 2"soul"0)+3"death"2,7"will cover 
2"multitude"of sins6"9:;<=



Restoring the Fallen

#$%&"%&"'$(")(&*+,&%-%.%'/"+0"'$("spiritual 
Galatians 6:1-2


8'"%&"2,"important work James 5:19-20


Restoration %& more urgent '$2,  evangelism 2 
Peter 2:20-22



2 Peter 2:1,20-21
>4'"'$()("?()("2.&+"false prophets among"the 

people1"(@(,"2&"'$()("?%.."-("false teachers among"
you1"?$+"?%.."&(5)('./"-)%,A"%,"7(&')45'%@("$()(&%(&1"
(@(,"denying"the Lord who bought"them1"2,7"-)%,A"
+,"'$(3&(.@(&"&?%0'"7(&')45'%+,B


20 C+)"%01"20'()"'$(/"have escaped '$("*+..4'%+,&"+0"
'$("?+).7"through"the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ1"'$(/"2)("again entangled %,"'$(3"
2,7"overcome1"'$(".2''()"(,7"%&"worse"0+)"'$(3"'$2,"
'$("-(A%,,%,A6"21 C+)"%'"would have been better"0+)"
'$(3" not to have known the way of righteousness1"
'$2," having known %'1"to turn from the holy 
commandment"delivered to"'$(36



Restoring the Fallen

#$%&"%&"'$(")(&*+,&%-%.%'/"+0"'$("spiritual 
Galatians 6:1-2


8'"%&"2,"important work James 5:19-20


Restoration %& more urgent '$2,  evangelism 2 
Peter 2:20-22


Some of the strongest Christians are those 
who  have fallen away and were then 
restored



The Best Example of Restoration
Nathan Confronts David 2 Samuel 12:1-14


STEP 1: Nathan gets David committed to the 
right principle 12:1-6



2 Samuel 12:1-6
#$(," the LORD &(,'" Nathan to David6"D,7"

$("523("'+"$%31"2,7"&2%7"'+"$%3!"E#$()("?()("
'?+"3(,"%,"+,("5%'/1"+,(")%5$"2,7"'$("+'$()"
*++)6 2 #$(")%5$"32,"$27"(F5((7%,A./"32,/"
0.+5G&"2,7"$()7&6 3 >4'"'$("*++)"32,"$27"
,+'$%,A1"(F5(*'"+,(".%''.("(?(".23-"?$%5$"$("
$27"-+4A$'"2,7",+4)%&$(7H"2,7"%'"A)(?"4*"
'+A('$()"?%'$"$%3"2,7"?%'$"$%&"5$%.7)(,6"8'"2'("
+0"$%&"+?,"0++7"2,7"7)2,G"0)+3"$%&"+?,"54*"
2,7".2/"%,"$%&"-+&+3H"2,7"%'"?2&".%G("2"724A$'()"
'+"$%36"



2 Samuel 12:1-6
4 ED,7"2"')2@(.()"523("'+"'$(")%5$"32,1"?$+"

)(04&(7"'+"'2G("0)+3"$%&"+?,"0.+5G"2,7"0)+3"$%&"
+?,"$()7"'+"*)(*2)("+,("0+)"'$("?2/02)%,A"32,"
?$+"$27"5+3("'+"$%3H"-4'"$("'++G"'$("*++)"
32,I&".23-"2,7"*)(*2)(7"%'"0+)"'$("32,"?$+"
$27"5+3("'+"$%36J"


5 K+"L2@%7I&"2,A()"?2&"A)(2'./"2)+4&(7"2A2%,&'"
'$("32,1"2,7"$("&2%7"'+"M2'$2,1"ED&"the LORD 
lives1"'$("32,"?$+"$2&"7+,("'$%&"&$2.."&4)(./"
7%(N"6 D,7"$("&$2..")(&'+)("0+4)0+.7"0+)"'$(".23-1"
-(524&("$("7%7"'$%&"'$%,A"2,7"-(524&("$("$27",+"
*%'/6J



The Best Example of Restoration
Nathan Confronts David 2 Samuel 12:1-14


STEP 1: Nathan gets David committed to the 
right principle 12:1-6


Uses 2"&%'42'%+,"David knows well 9Psalm 23=


Nathan evokes empathy 0+)"'$("@%5'%3


David %& objectively applying '$(  principle 
9his responsibility 2&"king"Deuteronomy 
17:18-20=



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 2: Nathan applies the principle to David  
12:7a E!"#$%&'$()'$*%+J


Most people put Step 2 before Step 1

Reversing the steps provokes resistance



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 3: Nathan reminds David of all the good 
that God had done for him 12:7-8


Restoration 34&'"-(" God-centered

The fallen away have forgotten something 2 

Peter 1:5-11



2 Samuel 12:7-8
#$(,"M2'$2,"&2%7"'+"L2@%71"EYou are the 

manN"#$4&"&2/&"the LORD God +0"8&)2(.!"OI"
anointed"you"king"+@()"Israel1"2,7"I"delivered"
you"0)+3"'$("$2,7"+0"K24.6"8 I"gave"you"/+4)"
32&'()I&"$+4&("2,7"/+4)"32&'()I&"?%@(&"%,'+"
/+4)"G((*%,A1"2,7"I"gave"you"'$("$+4&("+0"
8&)2(."2,7";472$6"D,7"%0"'$2'"$27"-((,"'++"
.%''.(1"I"also"would have given you"much 
moreNJ



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 3: Nathan reminds David of all the good 
that God had done for him 12:7-8


Restoration 34&'"-(" God-centered

The fallen away have forgotten something 2 

Peter 1:5-11



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 4: Nathan specifically confronts David’s 
sin 12:9-10



2 Samuel 12:9-10
EOP$/"$2@("you"despised"the command-

ment"of the LORD1"'+"do evil %,"His"sightQ"You"
have killed Uriah the Hittite ?%'$"the swordH"
you"have taken his"wife"'+"-("your"wife1"2,7"
have killed him"?%'$"the sword +0"'$("*(+*.("
+0"D33+,6"10 M+?"'$()(0+)(1"the sword"shall 
never depart 0)+3"your house1"-(524&("you"
have despised Me1"2,7"have taken"the wife of"
Uriah the Hittite '+"-(" your"wife6RJ



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 4: Nathan specifically confronts David’s 
sins 12:9-10


How"sin"affected"his relationship ?%'$"God

David despised 9did not love= the LORD’s 

word

David despised the LORD

You can’t despise God’s word without 

despising God 

Nathan specifically identified David’s sins



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 4: Nathan specifically confronts David’s 
sin 12:9-10


#$("cover-up"?2&"worse"'$2,"'$(" sin

M2'$2,"(F*+&(7"'$("&%,H"cover-up was in vain

Judgment Day %&"not for deciding guilt +)"

innocence"-4'"0+)"giving an account +0"our 
deeds"to"God"2 Corinthians 5:10



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 5: Nathan gives the consequences of 
David’s sins 12:10-14



2 Samuel 12:10-14
EOBthe sword"shall never depart 0)+3"your 

houseB11"I"will raise up adversity against you"
from"your own houseH"2,7"I"will take your"wives"
before"your eyes 2,7"give"them"'+"your 
neighbor1"2,7"he"shall lie with"your"wives"in the 
sight of this sun6 12 For"you"did it secretly1"-4'"I"
will do this thing before all Israel1"before the 
sun6RJ


14EBbecause"by this deed you"have given 
great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to 
blaspheme1"the child also who is born to you 
shall surely die6J



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

STEP 5: Nathan gives the consequences of 
David’s sins 12:10-14


Consequences"caused by '$(" sins1"resemble"
'$(" sins"12:10-12,14


Amnon’s lust 2,7  treachery  13:1-18; 21-22

Absalom’s vengeance 4*+,  Amnon 13:26-38

Absalom’s rebellion 14:21-24,32-33; 15:1-12,31 

Ahithophel  16:20-23; 17:1-14,23; 11:3; 23:34



Nathan Confronts David  
2 Samuel 12:1-14

THE RESULTS

David confessed his sin 12:13a

God forgave him 12:13b

He still suffered the consequences 12:15-20:22

Most powerful sin 2,7  consequence 

announced last 2,7  fulfilled first!

Name of the LORD ?2& blasphemed Isa. 52:5

Innocent son of David died %, his place



LESSONS
First1"'(25$"2"*()&+,"'$("*)%,5%*.(&H"second1"

A('"$%3"'+"+-S(5'%@(./"5+33%'"'+"'$(31"then"
2**./"'$(3"'+"'$("%&&4("%,"?$%5$"$("%&"
(3+'%+,2../"%,@+.@(7


Reversing these steps provokes resistance

Remind"'$("*()&+,"+0"God’s goodness '+"$%3

Be specific $+?"deeds"violate"God’s word

T,5+4)2A("confession"2,7"repentance

Forgiveness doesn’t cancel consequences



LESSONS
Restoration %& more urgent '$2,  evangelism


Some of the strongest Christians are those 
who  have fallen away and were then 
restored


Restoration 34&'"-(" God-centered

You can’t despise God’s word without 

despising God

You reap what you sow

Innocent son of David died %, your place 

Matt. 1:1H 1 Peter 2:24; 3:21H Rom. 10:9; 6:3-4



Meeting @ 9500 Hwy 5, Bryant AR

BRYANTCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM 

You Are Welcome 
At Any And All of 

Our Services!

MEETING TIMES: 

Sunday A.M. Bible Study: 9:00 

Sunday A.M. Assembly: 	10:00

Sunday P.M. Assembly:     4:00 

Wed. P.M. Bible Study:      7:00

http://BRYANTCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM

