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OUR PURPOSE FOR 2025

EPHESIANS 4:11-16



Purpose: One of Our Greatest 
Spiritual Needs

Purpose of Life: Fear and obey God Ecclesiastes 
12:13-14


All other pursuits or purposes are VANITY v.8

Jesus had a strong understanding of His 

purpose Luke 19:10 

John 4:31-34; Genesis 24:33 purpose prioritizes

John 12:23-33; Hebrews 12:2 purpose motivates

His disciples’ purpose is the same Luke 9:23

His body’s purpose: Ephesians 4:11-16 



Ephesians 4:11-16
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, 

some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of 
the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all 
come to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect 
man, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer 
be children, tossed to and fro and carried



Ephesians 4:11-16
about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of 
deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all things into Him who 
is the head - Christ - 16 from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by what every 
joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, 
causes growth of the body for the edifying of 
itself in love.



Ephesians 4:11-16

teachers ! equip saints ! to minister ! 
build up the body 4:11-12


A. 4:11-12 process

B.   4:13-14 goal of process


A’   4:15-16 process


speaking the truth in love !  grow up in Christ 
!  joined together by what every joint 
supplies !  builds the body in love



We Are All Ministers

¥ saints minister ! build up the body 4:12

¥ in Christ: joined together by what every 

joint supplies !  builds the body in love

¥ Church not an organization but organism

¥ Healthy (sound) body:

¥ % of members working (not human 80/20)

¥ % of effort by every member Mt 25; Lk 19


¥ % of togetherness Jn 13:34-35; Acts 2:46-47



Our Common Purpose and Goals
A growing body edifying itself in love v.16

Spiritual maturity of all members v.13-14

Godly behavior of all members Titus 2:11-13

Good deeds by all members to one another 

and also to others v.12; Tt 2:14; Acts 4:32-35



Acts 4:32-35
32 Now the multitude of those who believed 

were of one heart and one soul; neither did 
anyone say that any of the things he possessed was 
his own, but they had all things in common.  33 And 
with great power the apostles gave witness to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace 
was upon them all. 34 Nor was there anyone among 
them who lacked; for all who were possessors of 
lands or houses sold them, and brought the 
proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid 
them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to 
each as anyone had need.



Our Common Purpose and Goals
A growing body edifying itself in love v.16

Spiritual maturity of all members v.13-14

Godly behavior of all members Titus 2:11-13

Good deeds by all members to one another 

and also to others v.12; Tt 2:14; Acts 4:32-35

Benevolent aid to saints 2 Cor. 8:4 !"##$%&'()

Involves preaching the gospel by all to all 

Matt. 28:18-20; Romans 10:5,8-10

Involves collective teaching Phil. 4:15-18 



Authorized Resources to Achieve Goals

1. The word of God Acts 20:32

2. Collection for the saints by the saints 1 

Corinthians 16:1-3; Acts 2:42; 2 Cor. 8:4

3. One another Rom. 12:5; 1 Cor. 3:21-23

¥ Application of resources

1., 2., & 3. Assembling together Heb. 10:24-25; 

Acts 2:42 (a suitable place to assemble)

3. Socializing together Acts 2:46; Heb. 3:13

2. & 3. Working together Eph. 4:16



Effective Church Leadership
God’s wise plan for elders Titus 1:5-9

Elders oversee to know the spiritual needs of 

each member and how to fulfill  them 1 
Peter 5:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 5:14; Heb. 4:12-14


Elders oversee provision of resources

They lead by teaching Ephesians 4:11-16

They lead by example 1 Peter 5:3

They lead in discipline Heb.13:17; Mt 18:15-20; 

1 Cor. 5 



The Body of Christ
God’s wise plan for the church Eph. 3:8-11

We demonstrate God’s wisdom by how we obey 

Christ

Paul’s prayer for the church Eph. 3:14-19

To know by experience the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge

Glory be to God in the church by Christ Jesus Eph. 

3:20-21

You can be in the!$+"*,$-.* if you believe the*$+"*

!/(0' , confess & submit to the $+"*1$2-, and be 
baptized in the $+"*,/)0(&3* in water (+*0'"*+/3"*$!*
4"&5&*6'2(&0!!$2*0'"*2"3(&&($+*$!*&(+&  Acts 2:38; 
10:47-48



Meeting @ 9500 Hwy 5, Bryant AR

BRYANTCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM 

You Are Welcome 
At Any And All of 

Our Services!

MEETING TIMES: 

Sunday A.M. Bible Study: 9:00 

Sunday A.M. Assembly: 	10:00

Sunday P.M. Assembly:     4:00 

Wed. P.M. Bible Study:      7:00

http://BRYANTCHURCHOFCHRIST.COM

