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Conversions In  

Thessalonica, 
Berea, & Athens 

Acts 17:1-34 



Convert; Converted  
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transitive verb 

1 - a : to bring over from one belief, 

view, or party to another b : to 

bring about a religious conversion 

in  

2 - a : to alter the physical or 

chemical nature or properties of 

especially in manufacturing b (1) : 

to change from one form or 

function to another (2) : to alter for 

more effective utilization 



Convert; Converted  

Matthew 18:3-4 (NKJV)  
3 and said, "Assuredly, I say to 

you, unless you are converted 

and become as little children, 

you will by no means enter the 

kingdom of heaven.  
4 Therefore whoever humbles 

himself as this little child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven.  

3 



Convert; Converted  
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Ė Not merely a change in 

actions ï  

Ė A change in knowledge ï 

Ė A change in conviction - 

Ė A change in allegiance ï  

Ė A change in thinking & will ï 

Ė A change in commitment ï 

resulting in a change in 

relationship & identity - 

Ė A change in who we are ï 

how we talk ï where we go 

ï what we do - 

Luke 15:11-24 
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Psalm 19:7 (NKJV)  
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, 

converting the soul; The testimony 

of the LORD is sure, making wise 

the simple;  



6 

ĈThe Jews on Pentecost ɀ Heard, 
pricked in hearts, repented and were 
baptized ɀ Act 2:14-42,47 

ĈThe Samaritans ɀ Heard Jesus 
preached, believed and were 
baptized ɀ Acts 8:4-13 

ĈEunuch ɀ Heard, believed, and was 
baptized ɀ Acts 8:30-39 

ĈGentiles ɀ Heard, believed, were 
baptized ɀ Acts 10:1-11:18 

ĈLydia ɀ Heard, believed, heeded ɀ 
was baptized ɀ Acts 16:11-15 

ĈJailor ɀ Heard, believed, was 
baptized ɀ Acts 16:25-34 
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Acts 17:1 (NKJV)  
1 Now when they had passed through 
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came 
to Thessalonica, where there was a 

synagogue of the Jews.  

The journey from Philippi to Thessalonica was about 100 

miles with Amphipolis and Apollonia at approximately 

30-mile intervals on the Via Egnatia 
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ĈA seaport located at the 

head of the Themaic 

Gulf in Macedonia.  

ĈThe largest city of 

Macedonia, with a 

population of ca. 

200,000, The city was 

affectionately called the 

"mother of all Macedon."  

Ĉ It had been granted the 

status of a free city.  
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ĈAn immoral city -                 
(1 Thes 1:9).  

ĈLarge Jewish population 
with synagogue (Acts 17:1). 

Ĉ1st  Thessalonians was 
written by Paul in 52 A.D. 
from Corinth and sent by 
Timothy, who returned 
with good news of their 
faith (Acts 18:1,5;                  
1 Thes. 3:1-8). 
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ĈPaul went into the Synagogue on 
the Sabbath for three weeks ɀ as 
was his custom - (17:1,2) 

ĈReasoned with them from the 
scriptures - (17:2). 

ĈExplaining & proving that Jesus is 
the promised Messiah & that He 
had to suffer, die & be raised from 
the dead -   (17:3; cf Ps 22; Is 53). 

ĈSome were persuaded & joined 
them - (17:4). 
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ĈUnbelieving & envious Jews form a 
mob of evil men attempting to stop 
the spread of the gospel ɀ (17:5) 

ĈAttacked the house of Jason who had 
welcomed Paul & his party - (17:5-7). 

ĈThe power of the gospel to turn the 
world upside down - (17:6; Ro 1:16). 

ĈAccused Paul of teaching against 
#ÁÅÓÁÒ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÎÏÔÈÅÒ ËÉÎÇ 
ɀ *%353ȱ - (17:7,8; Lk 23:2; Jn 19:15) 
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ĈReceived the word of God as 
'ÏÄȭÓ ×ÏÒÄ - (1 Thes 1:6; 2:13) 

ĈChosen by God, in that they 
heard, believed and obeyed the 
gospel -(1 Thes 1:4; 2 Thes 2:13-15). 

ĈFollowed apostles and the Lord - 
Work of faith and labor of love ɀ 
Truly repented - (1 Thes 1:3,6,9) 

ĈEvangelistic - Helped spread the 
gospel - (1 Thes 1:7-10) 

Ĉ Imitated the churches in Judea - 
(1 Thes 2:14) 
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ĈSent away from Thessalonica by 
night - (17:10) 

ĈWent into the synagogue when 
they arrived at Berea - (17:10). 

ĈȰ4ÈÅÓÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÎÏÂÌÅ-ÍÉÎÄÅÄȱ 
ɀ (i.e., noble in character, honest, 
seeking what is true - 17:11) 

ĈThey received the word with all 
readiness - (not gullible, but truth 
seekers ɀ 17:11; cf. Acts 2:41) 

ĈSearched the scriptures daily - 
(17:11; John 5:39; 2 Tim 3:15-17) 
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Acts 17:11-12 (NKJV)  
11 These were more fair-minded 
than those in Thessalonica, in 

that they received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the 

Scriptures daily to find out 
whether these things were so. 

 12 Therefore many of them 
believed, and also not a few of 

the Greeks, prominent women as 
well as men.  
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ĈThey heard the same gospel that 
those in Jerusalem, Samaria, 
Caesarea Philippi, Philippi and 
Thessalonica had heard ɀ  

ĈThey received the same gospel 
and believed the same gospel ɀ  

Ĉ7ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ÉÔ ÂÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎÁÂÌÅȟ 
logical, and certain to conclude 
that they repented & were 
baptized just as the others? 
(Acts 2:41; Acts 8:12,13,37-39; 
9:18; 22:16; 10:47,48; 16:15, 33)  


