
The Righteousness of Those 
Whose Lives' Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12 



Having dealt with the subjects of "murder" 
[hatred] (21-26), "adultery" [lust] (27 -30), & 

òDivorceó [treachery] (31,32) 

Jesus continues to emphasize the righteousness 
demanded of citizens in His kingdom by 

demanding complete honesty. (33-37) 

The Righteousness of Those 
Whose Lives' Are Ruled By God - 5:17-7:12 
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Matthew 5:33 ð37 (NKJV) 
33 Ȱ!ÇÁÉÎ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ 
ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÏÌÄȟ Ȭ9ÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÎÏÔ Ó×ÅÁÒ ÆÁÌÓÅÌÙȟ 
ÂÕÔ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍ ÙÏÕÒ ÏÁÔÈÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȢȭ 

34 But I say to you, do not swear at all: 
ÎÅÉÔÈÅÒ ÂÙ ÈÅÁÖÅÎȟ ÆÏÒ ÉÔ ÉÓ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÔÈÒÏÎÅȠ 35 
nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor 
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great 

King.  
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Matthew 5:33 ð37 (NKJV) 
 36 Nor shall you swear by your 

head, because you cannot make 
one hair white or black. 37 But let 
ÙÏÕÒ Ȭ9ÅÓȭ ÂÅ Ȭ9ÅÓȟȭ ÁÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ Ȭ.Ïȟȭ 
Ȭ.ÏȢȭ &ÏÒ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ 

these is from the evil one. 
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21 Ȭ9ÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÎÏÔ murder , . . .  

27 Ȭ9ÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÃÏÍÍÉÔ adultery Ȣȭ 
. . .  

31 Ȭ7ÈÏÅÖÅÒ divorce s his wife, let 
him give her a certificate of 
ÄÉÖÏÒÃÅȢȭ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ 

33 Ȭ9ÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ ÎÏÔ Ó×ÅÁÒ ÆÁÌÓÅÌÙȟ ÂÕÔ 
shall perform your oaths  to the 
,ÏÒÄȢȭ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ  

38 Ȭ!Î eye for an eye  and a tooth 
ÆÏÒ Á ÔÏÏÔÈȢȭ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ 

43 Ȭ9ÏÕ ÓÈÁÌÌ love your neighbor 
and hate your enemy Ȣȭ Ȣ Ȣ Ȣ 
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33.463 Ӂͦͧ;ͺ or Ӆͦͧͮͦͣ; ӆͪͤͩͫ, ͩ  ͮm; 

ӂͪͤͺ͙ͦͩͬ,͛ ͛ ͫ f: to affirm the truth of a 

statement by calling on a divine being 

to execute sanctions against a person 

if the statement in question is not true 

(in the case of a deity taking an oath, 

his divine being is regarded as 

validating the statement)ðóto swear, 

to make an oath, oath.ô 
Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English 

lexicon of the New Testament: Based on 

semantic domains  
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An oath consists of 
four things : 

ᾼA formal asseveration of 

truth ï 

ᾼA confession ï 

ᾼAn invocation ï 

ᾼAn imprecation ï 
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ᾼA solemn affirmation, or 

declaration, made with an appeal to 

God for the truth of what is 

affirmed, and imprecating his 

vengeance, and renouncing his 

favor, if what is affirmed is false.  

ᾼA false oath is called perjury;  or, as 

in this place, forswearing.In Israel 

the Law prescribed that oaths could 

be by Yahweh, (Dt. 6:13; 10:20) but 

not required . . .   
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Deuteronomy 23:21  
21Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÙÏÕ ÍÁËÅ Á ÖÏ× ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 

Lord your God, you shall not 
delay to pay it; for the Lord 

your God will surely require it 
of you, and it would be sin to 
you. 22Ȱ"ÕÔ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÁÂÓÔÁÉÎ ÆÒÏÍ 
vowing, it shall not be sin to 

you. 
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False swearing was condemned as 
an abuse of the name of God : 

ᾼEx 20:7 - ñYou shall not take the 

name of the Lord your God in vain,  

ᾼLev 19:11,12  - óYou shall not . .  deal 

falsely, nor lie to one another. . . shall 

not swear by My name falsely,  

ᾼNum 30:1,2 - If . . . he shall not break 

his word; he shall do according to all 

that proceeds out of his mouth.  
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False swearing was condemned as 
an abuse of the name of God:  

Ecclesiastes 5:1-5 (NKJV)  
2 Do not be rash with your mouth, And 
let not your heart utter anything hastily 
before God. For God is in heaven, and 
you on earth; Therefore let your words 
be few. 3 For a dream comes through 
much activity, And a fool's voice is 

known by his many words.  
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Ecclesiastes 5:1-5 (NKJV) 

 4 When you make a vow to 
God, do not delay to pay it; For 

He has no pleasure in fools. 
Pay what you have vowed-- 5 
Better not to vow than to vow 

and not pay.  

False swearing was condemned as 
an abuse of the name of God:  
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The Law Demanded Honesty  

Psalms 15:1-2   
1Lord, who may abide in Your 

tabernacle? Who may dwell 
in Your holy hill?  2He who 
walks uprightly, And works 
righteousness, And speaks 

the truth in his heart;  
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Proverbs 12:22 (NKJV)  
Lying lips are an 
abomination to the 

LORD, But those who 
deal truthfully are His 

delight.  

The Law Demanded Honesty  
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ᾼñDonôt perjure yourself when the 
name of God is involved.ò - (ñUnto 

the Lordò was the operative phrase 

of their perversion) - Mat 5:33  

ᾼThat the Jews had made such 

arbitrary distinctions between their 

vows is seen in - Mat 23:16-19    

ᾼThese hypocrites had a fine concern 

to avoid perjury (as they defined it) 

but no commitment to honesty, 

truthfulness and integrity. 
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ᾼ ñThey made distinctions between oaths; 

according to them, some were binding 

others were not.  

ᾼ The obligation to keep an oath depended 

upon the nature of the object by which the 

person swore.ò [Arthur W. Pink, An 

Exposition Of The Sermon On The Mount, 

pg. 99] 

ᾼ The Jews, . . .  According to the their 

construction, no oath was binding in 

which the sacred name of God did not 

directly occur. - [McGarvey, TFG 243] 
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ᾼ Committing ourselves to faithfulness - 

[God] - (Ac 2:30; Heb 6:17; 7:20-21),  

ᾼ Answering questions put to us by civil 

authorities - [Jesus] (Mat 26:63-64)  

ᾼ To commit ourselves to service & 

worship ï [Paul] ï (Acts 18:18) 

ᾼ  To commit ourselves to purity ï [four 

men of in Jerusalem] - (Acts 21:23) 

ᾼ To say our wedding vows? ï [God a 

witness of our covenant] - (Mal 2:14) 
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ᾼ Rom 1:9 - For God is my witness, 

whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel 

of His Son, . . . 

ᾼ 2 Cor 1:23 - Moreover I call God as 

witness against my soul, 

ᾼ 2 Cor 11:31 - The God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed 

forever, knows that I am not lying. 

ᾼ Gal 1:20 - (Now concerning the things 

which I write to you, indeed, before God, 

I do not lie.) 

ᾼ Phili  1:8 - For God is my witness, how 

greatly I long for you . . . 
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How can we 
reconcile Paulõs 
clear practice 
with Jesusõ 

prohibition?  


