


Ĉ First question pertained to marriage ɀ 
(Chapter 7) 

Ĉ The second question dealt with 
eating meat offered to idols ɀ 
(Chapters 8-10) 

Ĉ Chapters 11:2-16:4 deal with a variety 
of topics, first the issues of 
ȰÈÅÁÄÓÈÉÐȱ Ǫ Ȱ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÅÒȱɀ 11:2-34 

Ĉ Next ɀ Spiritual Gifts ɀ 12:1-14:40 

Answering Questions  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ They seemed ignorant of the purpose 
and proper use of the various gifts.  

Ĉ They were exercising such gifts in a very 
unloving and prideful way. 

Ĉ Those who didn't possess such gifts or 
the more flamboyant among the various 
gifts, were looked down upon (12:21-25).   

Ĉ The "ungifted" members were thinking 
that they were unneeded. (12:14-20) 

The Problem At Corinth  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ A spirit of competition had 
apparently developed in the 
assembly over who would be 
allowed to speak. (14:26-33)  

Ĉ They had lost sight of the main 
purpose of such gifts, i.e. the 
edification of the whole body and 
not merely the individual who 
possessed them. (12:7; 13:5; 14:3-5) 

The Problem At Corinth  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ The Source of Revelation & 
Spiritual Gifts:  12:1-3 

Ĉ The Unity Behind The Various 
Gifts:  12:4-6 

Ĉ The Gifts Enumerated:  12:7-11 

ĈAn Appeal For Unity/The Body 
And It's Members:  12:12-31 

Chapter 12  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I 
do not want you to be ignorant: 2 You know 

that you were Gentiles, carried away to these 
dumb idols, however you were led. 3 

Therefore I make known to you that no one 
speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus 

accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is 
Lord except by the Holy Spirit.  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. 5 There are differences of ministries, but 
the same Lord. 6 And there are diversities of 

activities, but it is the same God who works all in 
all. 7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given 

to each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to 

another the word of knowledge through the 
same Spirit,  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 

gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another 
prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 
another different kinds of tongues, to another 
the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and 

the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually as He 

wills. 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
12 For as the body is one and has many 

members, but all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one body, so also is 

Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body--whether Jews or 

Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all 
been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in 
fact the body is not one member but many.  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
15 If the foot should say, "Because I am not a 
hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore 

not of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, 
"Because I am not an eye, I am not of the 

body," is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the 
whole body were an eye, where would be the 
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 

would be the smelling?  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
18 But now God has set the members, each 

one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 
19 And if they were all one member, where 

would the body be? 20 But now indeed there 
are many members, yet one body. 21 And the 
eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no need 

of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I 
have no need of you." 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
22 No, much rather, those members of the body 
which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And 
those members of the body which we think to 
be less honorable, on these we bestow greater 

honor; and our unpresentable parts have 
greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts 
have no need. But God composed the body, 

having given greater honor to that part which 
lacks it,  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
25 that there should be no schism in the 

body, but that  the members should have 
the same care for one another. 26 And if one 

member suffers, all the members suffer 
with it;  or if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with it.  27 Now you are the 
body of Christ, and members individually.  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
28 And God has appointed these in the 
church: first apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, after that miracles, then 
gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all 

workers of miracles?  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

1 Corinthians 12:1-31 (NKJV)  
30 Do all have gifts of healings? Do 

all speak with tongues? Do all 
interpret?  

31 But earnestly desire the best 
gifts. And yet I show you a more 

excellent way.  



Ĉ The word "gift" is not in the 
passageɂit is an ellipsis. It appears 
in verse 4, though, so it is supplied 
by the contexts. -   

Ĉ Ȱ) do not want you to be 
ignorant ȡȱ Those who had such 
gifts, could be ignorant of their 
proper use.  

Ĉ The possession of a spiritual gift, 
didn't necessarily make one more 
"spiritual" or " knowledgeable 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ Attitude and proper use of the 
gifts were very important.  -  

× The same truth applies to those 
who possess the Bible ɀ 

× Does knowledge automatically 
make one spiritual? (1 Cor. 8:1) 

× Does in-depth knowledge insure 
that one will use the Bible 
correctly? (2 Tim 2:15)  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ A large portion of the Corinthian 
Church had come from a pagan 
background. (6:9-10) 

Ĉ Contrasting the idol to their gifts: 
the idol is mute, but the Holy Spirit 
gave them their gifts and revelation. 

Ĉ God often ridicules / mocks these 
man made "gods" in the O.T. - 
(Psalm 115:4-7; Isaiah 46:7; Jeremiah 
10:5; Hab. 2:18-20) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 

'Several commentators are of the opinion 
that the Corinthian problem was caused by 

the pagan influences in Corinth.  The 
idolatrous religions in Corinth are reported 
to have experienced ecstatic utterances as 

well . . . No doubt the pagan converts 
tended to look upon the miraculous 
spiritual gifts in terms of their past 

experiences . . . The Corinthian who was 
used to seeing a pagan priest in ecstacy 

undoubtedly tended to view the 
miraculous spiritual gifts ... in the same 

×ÁÙ ȣ 



Ĉ 'No man, however cultured and 
admired, can be rightfully called 
spiritual or godly who speaks evil of 
Jesus Christ.' (Erdman p. 121) 

Ĉ Ȱ.Ï one, miraculously (as in this 
context) or otherwise, magnified the 
Lordship of Jesus without getting his 
material, ultimately, from the Spirit Ȣȱ 
(McGuiggan p. 167) 

Ĉ Not a guarantee of inspiration ɀ (Mat 
7:21-23; Luke 6:46) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ The Spirit didn't confer the same 
gift on all believers. 

Ĉ Since all the gifts proceed from 
the same Spirit, none of the gifts 
should be depreciated. 

Ĉ The gifts are given, hence there is 
no room to boast.   

Ĉ A diversity of gifts was needed 
for the NT Church.  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 



Ĉ The unity of the Godhead - v.4-6; it is 
the Spirit giving the gifts, but the 
Godhead is united in what the Spirit is 
doing. Unity of will is not unity of 
function.  

Ĉ Rather than being divided by the gifts, 
they ought to recognize their unity in 
the Spirit . (Eph. 4:1-6) 

Ĉ The men they were esteeming were 
not doing this by their own power, but 
through God (cf 1:28-31).  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ !ÎÄ 5ÎÉÔÙ !Ô #ÏÒÉÎÔÈȱ ɀ (12:1-31) 


