


Ĉ They seemed ignorant of the purpose 
and proper use of the various gifts.  

Ĉ They were exercising such gifts in a very 
unloving and prideful way. 

Ĉ Those who didn't possess such gifts or 
the more flamboyant among the various 
gifts, were looked down upon (12:21-25).   

Ĉ The "ungifted" members were thinking 
that they were unneeded. (12:14-20) 

The Problem At Corinth  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ A spirit of competition had 
apparently developed in the 
assembly over who would be 
allowed to speak. (14:26-33)  

Ĉ They had lost sight of the main 
purpose of such gifts, i.e. the 
edification of the whole body and 
not merely the individual who 
possessed them. (12:7; 13:5; 14:3-5) 

The Problem At Corinth  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ The intent of the gifts was to  

×Build them up ɀ 

×Bind them together ɀ 

ĈWhat was missing by some in 
Corinth? - LOVE 

ĈBehold, I show you a better 
way than the gifts ɀ (12:31) 

Chapter 12  

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ Godõs love ɀ John 3:16; Rom 5:8 

Ĉ Jesus & His Disciples ɀ John 13:1;   
2 Cor. 5:14 

Ĉ Jesusõ Instructions To His 
Disciples ɀ John 13:31-35; 15:9-12 

Ĉ Followers of Christ Are To Have 
A Deep And Abiding Love For 
Each Other ɀ Rom 13:8; 1 Thes. 
4:9; Heb 13:1; 1 Peter 1:22 

Ĉ A Test of Discipleship ɀ 1 John 
3:10,11,14-23; 4:7,8,20-5:3 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



ĈGifts are worthless without 
loveð (1-3) 

ĈCharacteristics of love prove 
loveõs superiority ð (4-7;        
cf. 1 Cor. 8:1) 

Ĉ The permanence of love 
demonstrates its value over  
spiritual gifts ð (8-13) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men 

and of angels, but have not love, I have 
become sounding brass or a clanging 

cymbal. 2 And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and 
all knowledge, and though I have all faith, 

so that I could remove mountains, but have 
not love, I am nothing. 



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  
3 And though I bestow all my goods to 
feed the poor, and though I give my 

body to be burned, but have not love, 
it profits me nothing. 4 Love suffers 
long and is kind; love does not envy; 

love does not parade itself, is not 
puffed up;  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  
5 does not behave rudely, does not 

seek its own, is not provoked, 
thinks no evil;  6 does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;  7 

bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  
8 Love never fails. But whether there are 
prophecies, they will fail; whether there 

are tongues, they will cease; whether there 
is knowledge, it will vanish away.  9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part. 10 

But when that which is perfect has come, 
then that which is in part will be done 

away.  



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I 

understood as a child, I thought as a 
child; but when I became a man, I put 
away childish things.  12 For now we see 
in a mirror, dimly, but then face to face. 

Now I know in part, but then I shall 
know just as I also am known.   



Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (NKJV)  

13 And now abide faith, 
hope, love, these 

three; but the greatest 
of these is love.  



Ĉ Ȱ4ÈÅ tongues ÏÆ ÍÅÎȱ ɀThe 
tongues of chapters 12-14, are the 
same gift as described in Acts 2:6-11 
and 10:46, i.e., the ability to speak in 
a human language, which you had 
never learned. (Acts 2:7) 

Ĉ Mentioned first because really least 
and because the Corinthians put 
undue emphasis on this gift.ɂ 
Word Pictures in the New Testament 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ Ȱ4ÏÎÇÕÅÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÇÅÌÓȱ - Some have 
used this phrase in an attempt to 
prove that the tongues of chapter 14 
are "angelic" languages. . . . 

Ĉ 'Paul doesn't suggest that tongue-
speakers spoke with the language of 
angels.  He is saying:  "even if..".' 
(McGuiggan  p. 174) 

Ĉ 'If I can speak the languages of men 
and even of angels.' (Gspd)   

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ Paul's point - Ȭ3ÕÐÐÏÓÅ that my 
tongue-speaking ability included every 
language on the planet (which it 
didn't -14:18), and even the language of 
heaven, . . . exhausting the languages 
of earth and heaven... 

Ĉ Even then, the absence of love on my 
part, would make even such exalted 
tongue-speaking pointless.  How much 
more then is the gift they possessed-
14:18), in vain without love? 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ 'The characteristic of heathen 
worship, especially the worship of 
Dionysus and Cybele, was the 
clashing and the clanging of 
cymbals and the braying of 
trumpets.  Even the coveted gift 
of tongues was no better than the 
uproar of heathen worship if love 
was absent.' (Barclay p. 131) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ 'But let's not hear the preacher 
brag or the loveless speaker, let's 
not see him strut.  He's as 
offensive as the rattling of 
garbage-can lids.  Without love, 
the most inspired 
teaching/speaking is noise!  
THAT'S GOD'S VIEW OF IT.' 
(McGuiggan  p. 174) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ What profit is excellence in every 
gift without possessing, and 
acting out of a sincere love for 
God and man? (Mark 12:29-31) 

Ĉ Even if I had the faith to move 
the Rocky -ÔÎȭÓ into the sea ɀ but 
have not love I am NOTHING ɀ it 
profits me nothing in the sight of 
God! 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 



Ĉ 'Those who make sacrifices to benefit 
others without love, must have some 
hidden selfish recompense that they 
count upon.' (Gr. Ex. N.T. p. 898) 

Ĉ EVEN if I'm a martyr for Christ, but 
don't treat people right, nothing is 
gained!! 

Ĉ 'Willingness to fight and die for 
Christianity will not take the place of 
loving obedience to Christ.' (McGarvey 
p. 129) 

Ȱ3ÐÉÒÉÔÕÁÌ 'ÉÆÔÓ )ÎÆÅÒÉÏÒ 4Ï ,ÏÖÅȱ ɀ (13:1-13) 




